
LETCHWORTH GARDEN CITY 
TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

October 2019 Newsletter 

We went to Wissen in September 
 

In May some of us enjoyed the 50th Anniversary celebrations in Wissen but the main event—the family 
visit—was from Thursday 12th to Monday 16th September. The visit included Wissen’s annual Bavarian 
Evening (Oktoberfest) on Saturday 14th Sept., so plenty of beer and music there.  
A highlight of the stay was a trip to Bonn, where the large and modern museum ‘House of Federal German 
History’ was presenting a special exhibition—’Very British: A German perspective’. This featured much 

English humour like the Fawlty Towers “Don’t 
mention the war” sketch, the Heineken beach towel 
advert, and, of course, “Dinner for One”, the 
Freddie Frinton sketch which is shown multiple 
times on New Year’s Eve on practically every Ger-
man TV channel and from which many Germans 
can quote (in English of course) large parts of the 
script. There was a lot of laughter at this splendidly 
presented exhibition, from German visitors and 
from our Letchworth group. 
 
On Sunday there was a fascinating visit to a Vol-

canic Park at Mendig in the Eifel (see picture). Basalt rock is the geological product of volcanic eruptions 
and we descended several metres down into a cathedral like basalt mine. It was good to know that the roof 
above supported buildings and that the strength of this rock roof is regularly tested by tapping with a ham-
mer and any splits repaired with a type of glue. The area is still quietly active and, as part of the tour, a film 
dramatised the evacuation of millions of people from Cologne, Bonn and Koblenz, in the case of a major 
eruption (not likely within the next five hundred years ! ) 

Another great visit to Wissen, thanks to their International Club and the host families. 

Letchworth Garden City Twinning Association

 Quiz Night 
 

 Saturday 9th November 2019 
 

 St. Michael’s Church Hall, 
Broadway Roundabout, Letchworth 

 
7pm for 7:30 start 

 
 Price £10 including Ploughman’s Supper  

(Veggie option if booked in advance).  
Bring own drinks & glasses. Raffle. 

 
For more information contact Pauline Stilges on 01462 675911   

 
 Ticket sales from Discover Letchworth at One Garden City, Broadway (next door to Morrisons) 

01462 530360  

Ready to go down the mine.  Picture by Pauline Stilges 



GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2019-20 
 
Chairman                Treasurer           NHDC 
Jon Marshall         Michael Stilges           Cllr. Ian Mantle 
 

Minutes Secretary     
Suzanne Cartledge   
   

   Members     
Diana Marshall   
Roger Comley   Julia Pollard  
John Gregory (Newsletter)  Pauline Stilges 
 Pat Bailey                                   John Booth        
  
Honorary Vice-presidents Malcolm Lee, Harry Shipley, Cliff Marshall  
Honorary President    Chairman NHDC                

 LGCTA QUIZ 2019 
 
Don’t forget to put the date of our fa-
mous annual QUIZ in your diaries 
now; it’s usually a sell-out.  
The date is Saturday 9 November and 
the place will be St Michael’s Church 
Hall on Broadway (just across from 
the fountains). Pauline and Mike 
Stilges will be organising it in their 
impeccable way as with our previous 
highly successful quizzes. See advert 
on Page 1 

LETCHWORTH GARDEN CITY 
is twinned with Kristiansand in Norway, 
Chagny in France and Wissen in Germany. 
The Newsletter appears about every three 
months, is free and there is an email version. 
Membership is free, and is open to all who 
are in sympathy with the aims of the 
Association. The Chairman is Jon Marshall at 
6 Ennismore Close, Letchworth, Herts. SG6 
2SU (01462 673956), Newsletter Editor is 
John Gregory (01462 674639). 

.                            
 
 

 
 
 
 

Burgundy 
Evening 2020  
will be on  

Saturday 7 March in 
the main hall of Knights 
Templar School, Baldock. 
 
As always it’ll be a splendid 
evening of dining, 
comprising five courses in 
the French style, each course 

accompanied by a matching Burgundy wine.  
 
All this for the bargain price of £28.50. 

 
GET THIS DATE IN YOUR DIARY NOW. 

 
There’s a tremendous amount of work entailed in setting 
up tables and in cooking preparation in the well-equipped 
school kitchen and, as always, LGCTA will be grateful for 
any help you can offer to get this done. 

LETCHWORTH EVENTS  2019-20 
 
LGCTA Quiz          9 Nov 2019 
Burgundy Evening                      7 Mar  2020 
AGM             9 or 16 Mar  2020 
Wissen to Letchworth 21-25 May 2020 
Letchworth to Chagny 20-24 Aug 2020 

NEIGHBOUR EVENTS   2019-20 
Welwyn Twinning: tickets Hill & Co, The 
Violin Shop, 5 High St., Welwyn 
‘Living with the Rosbifs’        25 Oct 2019 
Annual Quiz                            25 Jan 2020 

Wissen hosts and Letch-
worth visitors at the end 
of the volcano trip. 

A reminder of Sixties Britain in Ger-
many—one of the hundreds of  items 
in the Bonn exhibition. 


